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The Young Scholars Liberty Partnerships Program
is an organization created by Utica College of
Syracuse University and the Utica City School
District to increase local high school graduation
and college enrollment rates. In an annual selective
process, a cohort of rising-seventh grade students
are placed into a comprehensive program
promoting academic excellence and career
readiness until they graduate high school. Young
Scholars achieves its mission by providing
academic tutoring and review sessions, facilitating
mentorships, requiring community service,
arranging field trips and college visits, holding
support groups, and running various summer
school sessions for both their middle and high
school students.

Young Scholars' programming has been incredibly
effective when it comes to increasing and
maintaining strong high school graduation rates.
Unfortunately, earning a high school diploma does
not alone solve the larger issue of generational
socio-economic difficulties. To better address this
persisting problem, Young Scholars has decided to
tap into its underutilized alumni community.

Alumni, bringing a breadth of career expertise, can
become role models to current students and
younger alumni as they navigate career decisions
and post-secondary education challenges. To assist
alumni themselves, the creation of formal alumni
networks can increase college enrollment and
graduation rates as well as provide networking
opportunities.

Recently, Young Scholars created the Graduate Leadership Development Program, a 10-month course that builds
professional skills. However, disparate alumni age 18 through 40 remain. As such, steps were taken this summer
to formally expand and structure alumni connections to help past and present Young Scholars find long-term

professional support.
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Increased individual alumni engagement with the
Young Scholars family by:

Designing a Google Form to gather alumni
contact information to ultimately create an
official Young Scholars alumni networking
platform and gauge levels of individual interest
in becoming involved with the alumni
community

Personally connecting with alumni via email,
text, and private social media messaging to
share information about the alumni survey and
upcoming events

Incentivizing alumni involvement with various
programming and awareness initiatives by
organizing a gift basket raffle

Hosting biweekly virtual panels of alumni on a
spread of professional development topics to
provide face-to-face mentoring and networking
opportunities while easing concerns
surrounding different aspects of career
advancement

Creating a Young Scholars YouTube channel for
posting recordings of virtual alumni events to
make the impacts of such initiatives more
accessible
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HAVE ANY QUESTIONS FOR OUR
PANELISTS? TOPICS YOU WOULD
LIKE DISCUSSED? SUBMIT THEM |
AT THE FORM ABOVE! |
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Raised awareness about the growing Young
Scholars alumni community by:
* Formally naming the community the Young
Scholars Alumni Society (YSAS)
™ ey Sehon
Alumni Society

Join our growing community as you navigate career
decisions, build your professional network, and connect
with Young Scholars alumni and students.

HELP US HELP YOU GET STARTED BY FILLING OUT THE
FORM AT TINYURL.COM/YSASFORM (&

Personally connecting with alumni via email,
text, and private social media messaging to
share information about the alumni survey and
upcoming events

Increasing social media presence targeted
specifically towards alumni via flyers on the
Young Scholars Instagram, Twitter, Facebook,
and alumni Facebook group

Posting social media spotlights of different
alumni to garner attention for related alumni
events, utilize nostalgia, and create specific role
models for Young Scholars students and
younger alumni

A combination of hosting events and utilizing
multiple forms of communication has begun to
connect alumni to Young Scholars long past their
high school graduation. This connection, in turn, has
created an unofficial alumni volunteer base; the
expertise offered by the formalized alumni
community has allowed Young Scholars to develop
new forms of programming targeted towards an
older demographic of Young Scholars. In the future,
continued efforts towards alumni engagement will
hopefully build life-long, self-sustainable networks
of support for Young Scholars alumni, old and new.
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STUDENTS CAN EARN CREDIT BY:

Daily Guerrero is an immigration lawyer who

. Daily immigrated from the
Dominican Republic to the United States when she was
6 years old. She grew up in Utica, NY, “a city of
refugees,” where she was a member of the Young
Scholars LPP program. Daily believes that immigration
is key for diversity and that every child deserves a
chance to live in safety.

Submitting questions to our

panelists at tinyurl.com/ysaspanelr
(% hour credit)

: . . She received h
Attending tonight’s virtual panel at i . After

7 Pm on Zoom (I hour credit) graduating from law school, she has worked at two
immigration non-profit organizations and for a federal
district court judge. In September 2020, she will begin

working in the immigration unit of a public defender

organization in the Bronx, NY.

JOIN DZENELA ('14), AMOR ('15), KAY ('16), AND
KWAYVON ('17) FOR A DISCUSSION OF RACE IN
THE COLLEGIATE SETTING
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